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The Lancaster Turnpike crosses the Mill-
creek watershed at a critical juncture in its 
fl ow.

Topographically, the transect intercepts at 
the approximate convergence of at least 
three primary nautral paths of fl ow from the 
North and Northwest. These former tribu-
tary paths follow what is currently 63rd,  
59th, 56th.

The transect has a cross-section which 
swells in width and depth, with a middle 
basin thickened by excavation for the rail-
road and ancillary facilities. The bottom of 
the excavated basin has a fl at bed that gen-
tly slopes Southeast, with crossing points at 
59th and 52nd.Runoff  from the 59th street 
fl ow path would likely be distributed more 
or less evenly on either side of the bridge 
crossing mass. There is also a mound of 
higher land running down the center of the 
basin to the north of 59th.  The inhabited 
land on north and south edges has been 
fl attened, creating an abrupt change in el-
evation along much of the basin.

Development has followed strikingly con-
trasting patterns between North and South. 
The North side sparse, fl uctuating light-
industrial use, with frequent vacancy. The 
Southern edge is characterized by a mix 
of residential, community, and low-density 
commercial.
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56th Street & Lancaster Avenue.

58th Street & Lancaster Avenue.
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