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Mill Creek

Ambiguous Space
[Appropriated]

[Noxious]

Public Trust
[environmental 

protection]
[stewardship]
[community 

responsibility]
[sustainability]

Implications for Mill Creek

[Environmental Awareness]		  [Programming]

Reference to Creek Suitably Programmed 
for Residents Best Use

+/-
Retail built atop buried 
	 sewer [Dilli Haat, Delhi]
Restoration of nullah [AKDN, Delhi]
Bulldoze slums (displacement)
Trajedy of Commons (neglect)

+/-
Recreation 
Neighborhood garden
Community center 
Public green/open space
Trajedy of commons 

Nullah
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Noxoius [space above sewer]
-pollution of associated
  water bodies from runoff
-natural processes = disaster when 	  
  hydrology not respected (cave-ins)
  eliminate homes = vacancy = blight
-smaller-scale subsidence 
-crime
-drugs

Noxious [space along nullah]
-natural processes = disaster 		
  for squatters
-flood (Lai Nullah, Rawalpindi)
-vulnerability to residents 	     
  living in floodplain = eliminate    
  homes, material property, 
  livelihood
-sewage
-trash

Ambiguous Space
[appropriated]

by public
 for private uses 

Mill Creek Nullah

Implications for Mill Creek

		        Design | Geography | Site
	

       Successful	    Poor
-public access
-public amenities
-enironmental protection
-environmentla mitigation
-navigate building restrictions

-channel disturbance
-damage historic park
-high rise private beachfront
-fines, landfill, erosion
-no bpuclic access
-water pollution
-groundwater depletion

Public Trust
[for critical resources]

what if creek alignment/nullah were 
protected for public use/welfare?
how would appropriation change?



Bulldozing
	 slum removal to widen nullah & clear 			 
	 out - leaves people homeless
Development [Dilli Haat]
	 bury drainage decreases awareness 
	 but makes profitable & pleasant public 		
		  space out of formerly shunned
Restoration [AKDN]
	 of hydrology & bank

Mill Creek

Stronger public use/more 
appropriate program to 
displace negative private 
appropriation

Protection downstream
Infiltration throughout watershed
Personal responsibility

Program 
Give back to public for community ameneity: 
public plaza, market stalls, performance space
	 -positive private interest in public space
	 -stronger public presence/use

Environmental Awareness
Highlight creek’s existence
Reference creek with strong, cohesive design
Stronger sense of place

Nullah

Implications for Mill Creek Design


