
 

 

 

 



THIS GARDEN IS A TOWN: AN EXHIBIT 
Anne Whiston Spirn, West Philadelphia Landscape Project 
 
 
Gardening is a life-embracing act, an act of faith and hope. It can 
also be a political act. This is especially the case in low-income 
neighborhoods where thriving community gardens stand in stark 
contrast to vacant land and abandoned buildings. This exhibit 
presents eight community gardens of different types, sizes, and 
political structure, which were originally documented in 1988-1990. 
Photographs and commentary from 2017 record how each garden 
has changed over the past three decades. 
 
Full Show  19 vertical panels (36” x 64”), 5 introductory panels, 

13 garden panels, and 1 acknowledgments panel 
 
Smaller Show 16 vertical panels (36” x 64”), 5 introductory panels, 

11 garden panels 
 
Space  60 linear feet (full show) 
Required 50 linear feet (smaller show) 
 
Fees  $75. No shipping fees 
 
Delivery Shipped as digital files ready for printing on a 

standard plotter 
 
Contact Anne Whiston Spirn (spirn@mit.edu) 
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